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UNIT 2 TOPIC 6 CHINESE FOLK ART AND PORCELAIN

Pre-knowledge

Before class, students should read Unit 2 Topic 6 and watch some videos on Chinese folk art
and porcelain to gain some basic understanding.

Aim and Objectives

Topic 6 aims to provide students with some knowledge of various forms of Chinese folk art
and porcelain. It will also equip them with basic knowledge of the origins and development of
Chinese folk art and porcelain, and the impact they have had on the modern world.

Teaching and Learning Activities

Activity 1
Have your students read the section on kites in the Textbook carefully. Then have them
research Beijing kites and prepare a presentation for the class.

Activity 2

Find and share with your students information on how some traditional Chinese crafts have
been lost in the passage of time. Then have a class discussion on whether they should have
been protected and how.

Activity 3
Ask your students to research online the link between the word “China”, as a country name,
and the word “china”, a type of clay.

Activity 4

Bring a porcelain bowl or teapot to class and show it to your students. Analyse the design and
patterns seen on the bowl or teapot. Then have a class discussion on how the Chinese culture
has been represented in the item.

Activity 5
Compare two pieces of porcelain ware, one from the West and one from China. Then have a
class discussion on how the two cultures are reflected in each piece respectively.

You may show your class these images:

Wmpearl, commons.wikimedia.org Ellen26, Pixabay
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Activity 6
Have your students do Exercise 6 of the Workbook according to your teaching needs and
progress.

Resources/Materials

Apart from those listed in the activities, you may also consult these resources/materials:

1. Kee, Ming-Yuet (2009), Peranakan Chinese Porcelain: Vibrant Festive Ware of the Straits
Chinese. Tuttle Publishing.

2. Zeng, N. B. (1989), Chinese Folk Art: The Small Skills of Carving Insects. Little, Brown and
Company.

Assessment

1. Collect the notes taken by your students during all group and class discussions.

2. Students are required to write an article of about 300 words in English discussing the
impact of folk art on the daily lives of the Chinese.

3. Students are required to research a particular type of folk art and then prepare a
PowerPoint presentation.

4. Do a research on the internet to find out why porcelain was also called ‘China’.

5. Students are required to study the history of how Chinese porcelain was introduced to the

West and then prepare an oral presentation.

Workbook Answer Key

1.

What is Chinese folk art? Explain briefly its key features. What is its most definitive
characteristic?

Students should consider these points:

o Folk art is amateur, hon-specialised art. It is straightforward, natural, vivid and intimate.

¢ While some works of folk art may seem crudely made, they exhibit great originality,
simplicity and purity. This arises from the artist’'s understanding of life in its wholeness
and his attempt to depict life’s melodies.

¢ Folk art is a culmination of the traditions of literature and art that had been developed
throughout each period in history. It reflects the world views and ideologies of the
community and their emotions and psyche.

¢ Folkartis distinctively characterised by geographical localities, with each region having
its own special folk art.

e Folk art is created with commonplace tools and raw materials. It was at times
characterised by the prevalent type of rural economy of the region. As communal art,
folk art was created alongside tools and other basic appliances.

Internet Search + Pair Work

With a partner, find and watch a video clip on Chinese folk art on YouTube or any other
video sharing website. List five types of folk art and their respective place of origin and
cultural significance in the table below.
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Folk Art Place of Origin Cultural Significance
Paper-cutting (37 4) J HAL, L B R A HAAE R
Shadow Puppetry Play (& % %) . kg & K R T 3%

Clay Figurine Zhang (2. A 7K) RE 1 AR R 3 T 7 Fo AL
New Year Paintings (5 &) F3t, A PR B 569 16
Chinese Knot (¥ B #) 5 5 THET

Suggested videos: Hello China series on paper-cutting, shadow puppetry play and other
folk arts

Published by GBTIMES

Available for search at: https://www.youtube.com/user/radio86channel/featured

3. Look at the Chinese paper cut-out below. What do you think the different elements in it
signify? Why?

Students should consider these points:

o J¥g: 73 (good fortune)

o FHk: K& (longevity)

o A VX E, RAEE R EAHLF 6L H (Queen of Flowers, signifying wealth and
good fortune, as well as pure love)

4. Internet Search
Read up on “F& (nidn hud, New Year painting). Identify and analyse one such painting.
Put an image of the painting into a PowerPoint presentation and list the items in it and their
respective symbolism. Present it to your classmates.

Below are some common symbols in a 5 &:

e A child lying on a leaf: fertility and progeny, which also stands for happiness

o Peach: longevity

e Bat: happiness, as the Chinese character for bat, ¥&, has the same pronunciation as
that for felicity, #&

o Pomegranate: fertility and progeny, as it is full of seeds, which shares the same
Chinese character, -, with “child”

e Fingered citron or “Buddha hand” (s J\. #F#4): happiness

e Crane: longevity

The child's red garment, which has no special significance, is a kind of apron, usually called
a stomacher. It was used to cover the front of a toddler so that he would not be affected by
“bad winds” getting into his body through the navel. The child’s bottom remained uncovered
so that he could pass motion conveniently. Today, stomachers appear outside of art largely
as symbols of spirit mediums, the “children” of their possessing gods.

5. Internet Search
You have read about some of the motifs commonly used in China Blue and their symbolism.
Find five images of different designs of China Blue that contain some of these motifs.
Describe the images to the class.

You may show your students these images:
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Metropolitan Museum of Art, commons.wikimedia.org
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4.
Jens Mohr, Hallwyl Museum, commons.wikimedia.org

1. Flower patterns; 2. Human figures; 3. Dragon; 4. Landscape.

6. Internet Search
B k¥ (hU tdu xié, tiger's head shoes) and # E 4L (IGo hu zhén, tiger pillow) are very
popular in China, especially in Northern China. Find and watch a video clip on how to make
them on YouTube or any other video sharing website. Write down the instructions for
making either one of them. Why are they so popular?

Suggested video: K& ¥ B & 18] L7 & H4F £ 7| R A A 2R Kk #HE R 1
Published by vcstudy on 26 April, 2007
Available at: http://v.youku.com/v_show/id_XMzcwNTI1Ng==.html

Tiger's head shoes are popular because they are practical, easy to make and symbolise
good luck.

7. Internet Search + Pair Work
¥ EH % (Zhonggud jié, Chinese knot) is a traditional folk art. What is a Chinese knot?
Where can we see Chinese knots and what do they represent? With a partner, find and
watch a video clip on how to tie a Chinese knot on YouTube or any other video sharing
website. Draw the pattern of the Chinese knot taught in the video clip in the box below.

Suggested video: How to Tie a Decorative Chinese Good Luck Knot with Paracord
Published by WhyKnot on 5 June, 2015
Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nmrNWbTvgNk

Students should consider these points:

¢ A Chinese knot is often made with thick threads or ropes and jade or porcelain beads.
It usually has a symmetrical structure and vibrant colours, which enhance the
atmosphere of any festival.

¢ In the beginning, people wore Chinese knots as an accessory. Later, people started
using them to decorate their houses.

o Chinese knots have been a popular gift for thousands of years as they symbolise vigour,
harmony, reunion, good luck and love, and thus embody the best wishes of the gifter.
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8.

Internet Search

Find out more about Jingde Zhen (7 #&4&, Jingdé Zhén). Write down a brief history of how
it became the porcelain capital of China. What were some of the most famous pieces of
porcelain that were made there?

Suggested video: Jingdezhen Porcelain Capital
Published by yangyangwu on 30 June, 2015
Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nKhFGfV5k1Q

Students should consider these points:

e Jingde Zhen is situated in a mountainous area. Most areas to its north-east and north-
west are dominated by mountains, while the areas in its south-east and south-west are
dominated by hills of up to only 200 metres tall. The Chang River (&) and Le'an
River (4% ) cross the region from north to south.

o Known as the "porcelain city" since the Song Dynasty, Jingde Zhen has had a long
history of porcelain making. During the Spring and Autumn Period, it was originally
situated to the east of the State of Chu. It became a town under the administration of
Jiujiang County (/L= £) during the Qin Dynasty, and then became known as Poyang
County (&} e £) during the Han Dynasty.

e Jingde Zhen got its present name from the Song Dynasty, when blue and white
porcelain was produced in this area.

e Jingde Zhen’s specialties include Jingde Zhen Blue and White Porcelain, Thin Embryo
Porcelain and the Sculpture Porcelain.

You may use these as references:

o HRK:
BHET AKX, RAGH IR LRSS, EEHRER, MELE, £, &
MR, FAIETRMZE, ReFE, aemt—, BREFT. FRLEEAR
R, 1%, &Ik,

o HILE:
ERSRFaBET I ENAMEGRPRARERR, CHABSF ML, EmEHNENE
L, BERAAREGBILF, REHEMER, B-FEER, BAAZRA MR EFAK,
KIIHF oAb I HE o — K, R TAAEEZNFRLALL, BHEVNK R
e 2R LI FRIL A, MAEE, SAU—F4RRE R,

o WHEK:
TAREH, REBMH EEMN, aFERWIIFTIE, 2ELE, EFNK, ZHTE,
AEABEE LD BB R, FRAEH, AERLT ZENBETHRERR, M
A, @ LM T, AEERA%, XHFEE, &8L#HARMFGRENSEC, A
AT B LK FFedP i A LA, AHEMEHG LK, AMMRENEERE, A
T ARG LT £ 5

o MEAE
RN FZ RN E, BIERE, RAEEMEANEE, BHCH, FrhefhE
CHERRARECHIERNGELE AN, b T EMmAtan. BEKD. BERES
ARAEEMOXRR, Adl: BARARAHZHE, KTUARFEHA2AEHER, 5
MFBAGFERME, PRREL. AR ZMEMGTRMHIRF R T2 EHEL, o “
Ak, A TE—EZ M.

S

ﬂ*z

Internet Search + Pair Work
There are many symbols of luck in Chinese culture, such as Chinese knots. With a partner,
find 10 symbols of luck and write down their respective cultural meaning in the table below.
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Symbol of Luck

Cultural Meaning

Mandarin duck

A long and happy marriage

Gold fish

Wealth

Lucky golden cat

Depicting a smiling cat with a raised paw, it symbolises good fortune
and luck, and is thus used to attract wealth.

Cabbage Wealth and prosperity

Bamboo Youth, longevity, strength, suppleness, flexibility, adaptability,
endurance, good luck, prosperity, and traditional virtues and
values.

Crane Longevity

Bat Happiness

Peach Longevity

Deer Wealth, peace and longevity

Pomegranate Because of its many seeds, it represents fertility, having many

offspring and descendants.

Note: All URLs listed herein were ascertained to be accessible on 8 September, 2020.




